MINIRAIL

A Switchlist Generator for Model Railroad Operations

MINIRAIL has been written with such goals in mind as:
Simple and easy to use T complexity is not necessarily better
Minimal data requirements
Realistic switchlist output which is easy to read and to use

Accommodates all sizes and different types of operations including

passenger, staging, fiddle yards as well as your regular freight operations,
all seamlessly integrated into your normal switchlist production

Routing and train assignments, even when car transfers between trains
are needed to reach destination, is all calculated for you,
including selecting the towns and industries for pickups and setouts

Car assignments are determined by industry requirements,
rather than just finding someplace for them to go

This presentation will display some of the features MINIRAIL has to
offer using the same screens as found in the program



MINIRAIL

A Switchlist Generator for Model Railroad Operations
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screen which acts as
the menu for
accessing each part DATATFTITILE S P RINTOUTS
of the program.

TOWHMHS HCME IMNDUSTRIES

DATAFILES group buttons

open each input BRCOLLING STOCK SWITCHLISTS
dialog for entering
and editing your

Ssim INDUSTRIES DESTINATIONS
LOADALL opens each DR T e

DataFile Open File

dialog directly, to LOCCMOTIVES

load previously saved

datafiles without

. . CPTIONS. ..

having to go into CABOOSES

each input dialog

individually. Very

fast and convenient. EXIT
PRI NTOUTS of Home I ndustries and Destinations provide car

Location and Destination industries. These can be used to check car Locations before starting
a session, and to analyze the success of your switchlist outputs.

SWITCHLISTS button opens the screen for producing and displaying the switchlists.
HELP button opens a very extensive helpfile.

OPTIONS... button opens an options box, which is displayed on the next slide.

EXIT button closes the program, after checking for any current unsaved files.
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displayed by clicking OPTTIONS

O0OPTI ONS. .. 06 o gelected b

opening screen. As elected Ry Switchlist Production
operator you are able v Locomotives—-—---- «“ MINIRAIL . : :

to set several para - © Whole Train File

meters which provides  Manually ~ Only Selected Trains
greater flexibility in
producing  switchlists Selected by
You can choose whether or .
56 TrElEE ¥ Cabooseg————————- & MINIRAIL Car Moves/Session
locomotive and/or
caboose data. Also
set how they are to be
selected. Neither

 Manually “ One ¢ Two ¢ Three

¥ Display Hint Messages

file is necessary to Industry Assignments

produce switchlists : ~ Use Yards for Loads _ _

unlike the other four ¢ Not Using Staging

datafiles which are ¥ Change Car Status at Stagin :

required. g ging ¢ Integrate Staging
You can choose whether or Your Railrcad Name # Maximum

not to change the

load/empty status of

cars on staging tracks CLOSE
from one session to

the next.

Hint messages can be displayed to help with fine tuning your datafiles. An affirmative response
to a 6Suggestionsd prompt wil/l provide guidelines for i mpr
data entry errors requiring correction will be displayed when appropriate in any case.
Yards may be used as a source and destination for loads. When checked, this option will produce
activity not otherwise available through normal industry assignments. This option is very
useful in getting the most out of your | ayoutds resources
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Selected by
# MINIRAIL
 Manually

Car Moves/Session
“QOne © Two & Three

¥ Cabooses
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¥ Display Hint Messages

>

-Industry Assignments —
I Use Yards for Loads r Not Using Staging

¥ Change Car Status at Staging r Integrate Staging

Your Railroad Name # Maximum




The real flex
ibility of
MINIRAIL really
shines through
when it comes
to exactly how
you may choose
to produce the
switchlists for
the current

session ie:
OSwitchl i :s
Producti or
Using the O06Whol e
included in
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t he

OPTTIONS

Selected by
¥ Locomotives——-—-—-- « MINIRAIL

" Manually

Selected by
¥ Cabooses———————-- « MINIRAIL

" Manually

¥ Display Hint Messages

r Use Yards for Loads

they are listed. This is probably the more common selection.

However , it

shoul d
choose to exercise the option of using schedule times. If so, it is on the basis of the
arrival times of trains at their townstops that is used by MINIRAIL for calculating car

© Not Using Staging
¥ Change Car Status at Staging - Integrate Staging
Four Railroad Name & Maximum
CLOSE
Train Filed option means switchlists are
6Train Filed wildl be run and compl eted
be noted too that in this o6Switchli st

routing in switchlist production eg: car transfers between trains.

Switchlist Production
& Whole Train File

 Only Selected Trains
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Exercising

Selected Tr ai
option brings up a
60Trains Listf¢

displays the names
of all the trains in
the same order as
they are listed in
the O6Train
The operator can
select those trains
he wishes to run for
the current session,
or perhaps only
those needed to get
the session
underway.

The DemoStgl.* files,

one of several
included with the
free demo download
package, will be
used to produce the
switchlists

displayed here.
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Selected Order

¥ Display Hint
" Use Yards for
¥ Change Car St

Your Railroad !

B)TRAINS LIST

Westtwn Thru Frght
Grain Spec - East
Western Wayfrelight
Fenrl Frght - East
Easttwn Wayfrght

Genrl Frght - West
Easttwn Thru Frght

0 K

Switchlist Production
 Whole Train File

# Only Selected Trains

Car Moves/Session

“ One  Two ¢ Three

Industry Assignments
~ Not Using Staging
r Integrate Staging

« Maximum

Note that until all selections for the session are completed, the operator can keep coming back

here and selecting more trains as many times as desired. And MINIRAIL will take into account

all the activity of the trains already run as more trains are selected, using this info in

calculating routing and any train meets which may still be possible.
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I st or
?;ﬁilﬁtﬁg;@ﬁ“a Selected Order Switchlist Production
from the 6Tr ailfasttwn Thru Frght TRAINS LIST - Whole Train File
(same order as the Genrl Frght - West ]
6Train File6 r|festtwn Thru Frght Grain Spec - East ¢ Only Selected Trains

were picked from the
7th entry first, then
the 6th and finally
the 1st.

These happen to favor
Graincars, including
one car already on the
7th - atrainin % Disol Hint

i v Dlspla i1

fﬁ%gw(?g'fzg?ﬁjen PR Industry Assignments
order it was decided " Use Yards for
the trains would be
run this session and v Change Car St
the switchlists are )
prepared accordingly, Your Railroad ! ¢ Maximum
including calculating |
routing and transfers
between trains as 0K
needed to get each car
to destination.

Mestern Wayfreight
zenrl Frght - East
Easttwn Wayfrght
Fenrl Ft;hf - We=t

Car Moves/Session

“ Qne ¢ Two @ Three

" Not Using Staging
 Integrate Staging

The 60nly Selected Trainsé approach allows real time operat.
extra effort of continually visiting the computer during the running of the session. It would
be fair to say that missed connections should be a non - issue if one should decide to use this

option.
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The easiest p!ace to Enter Town Name
start entering data |

is by preparing the
6Town Fil ed.
main purpose of this
input dialog is to » TOWN FILE
provide a convenient

way to prepare the

towns list displayed

in the trains input

dialog, from which
each trainods
townstops are

selected.

Enter the town names
in the same order as
your trains will
stop at them.

When town names are
required elsewhere,
eg: hometowns for
your industries,
extrapolations from
this info are
included in
listboxes as needed
in each dialog.

Mesttown
Busnes Tum
Seaprt Tum
Prarie Tum
Mfg Twn
Divisn Twn
Shopng Tun
Easttown

0K ‘ CPLHCEL‘ ADD ‘ ‘ ‘ LOAD ‘ PRIHT‘ HELP ‘

Using only one place to enter the town data, these listboxes as automatically prepared
effectively permits us to copy this same data into the other files by dragging and dropping it
into the appropriate entry box, improving accuracy immensely. Computers are notoriously
unforgiving of those annoying typing mistakes arenét they?
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Industry Names CarTypes
Roadﬂame| HomeIndustry| = Alrslide
Divigion IntChyg BoxCar
RoadNumber Location Downtown Mall Dumnmy
| East Freight Yard FlatCar
CcarLength ﬁ—:" Destinatiﬂn| Easttown Stgtrk G?alnCar
d Elevator Co. Ltd. HiCube
' Furniture Factory
CarLayover » 0 = CarType Terminal Shipping
WMest Freight Yard—
CarDescription| Status|empty - Westtown Stgtrk -
0O K ‘ CAHCEL‘ ADD ‘ ‘ | LOAD PRINT HELP
CAR FILE
Chessie 619177 Air2lide Division IntChg empty 507 ¥lw w/Blue Lttr
Candn Govt 106200 GrainCar Easttown Stgtrk load Ylw & 811 w/Red Lttr
Burl MNorth 450020 GrainCar Elewvator Co. Ltd. load Grn w/Wht Lttrs - 4 Bay
fante Fe 100326 @rainCar Elevator Co. Ltd. load Marcon w/Wht Ltr - 3 Bay
Candn Pac 3011395 FlatCar Divizion IntChg empty Blk w/Wht Lttr
Grand Trunk 3780 Hicuke Furniture Factory load 82" Blu w/Wht Lttr
Candn Natl 78358 BoxCar Wholsale Co. Ltd. load 40" oOrg w/Gld Lttr
CM RailBox 098 BoxCar Downtown Mall empty 407 ¥Ylw w/Blk Lttr
Sante Fe 20634 BoxCar Downtown Mall empty 407 Brn w/Wht Lttr
Dutnmsy Easttown BStgtrk empty Determine Active Stgtrk

Cars are entered via the Rolling Stock input dialog. The area above the push buttons is used to
enter and edit the car data. Note everything we need is on one page and open for viewing.

6 RoadName o6, 6 RoadNumber 6, 6Car Descripti-explanatasnd o6 St at usé ar e
6CarlLayover6 indicates how many sessions this car has been
number is compared to the industry OLayovré setting to det
to be used again. Incremented by MINIRAIL itself, there is little or no need to manually

adjust 6CarlLayoverdé as a rul e. However when deemed desira

up/down arrows.
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OHomel ndustryé +s—a—yart;
fiddle yard, or Industry Hames :>CarTypes
staging industry to HomeIndustry = Airdlide
which the car is Division IntChg BoxCar
returned when not Location Downtown Mall Cummy
as;gne;:i_to ﬂ”tand East Freight Yard FlatCar
order. ltis entere :
by dragging the Dol il o Easttown Stgtrk G]I:'alnCar
selected entry in the Elevator Co. Ltd. HiCuke
6l ndustry Names?d HUERLEWES JAEEOEY
; ; CarType Terminal Shipprpin
listbox and dropping . pRping
it in the editbox West Freight Yard™—
beside the Caption. Status empt}f - Hesttown Stgt rlk ﬂ
6Locationd and |
6Destinationé ‘ ‘ ‘ LOAD ‘ PRIHT‘ HELP ‘
editboxes are entered CAR FILE
the same way. : : o
y AlrSlide Diwvisich IntCha empty 507 Ylw w/Blue Lttr

When entering new cars (and thus all three industry editboxes are blank to start), dropping on
any one of the editboxes conveniently sets all three with the industry selected in the
6l ndustry Namesd | i stbox. 't 1is highl
O0Homel ndustryd and | et MINIRAIL make t
as described does just that.

y recommended each n
he assignments. Ma k

Cartypes are automatically added to the 6CarTypesd | istbox :
6Car Typeb6 editbox and the car is added or inserted into th
of the same cartype may be entered by dragging the appropriate cartype from the listbox and
dropping it in the O6CarTyped editbox.

Several similar car entries can be recorded very quickly by double -clicking the o6Car F

which recalls the data up to the entry and edit area, make the adjustment (perhaps just the
ORoadNumbero6), then click the 6Addodé or o6l nsertdé button.
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After entering a few cars to start testing, usually one enters some industries which will handle
those cars. Again, notice everything we need is displayed on this one screen.

The radio button setting in the 61l ND TYPO6 group in the | ndu:
which of the six industry types available to you is being entered or edited. The top five
serve specific purposes, while the sixth ie: A% Othro is t

Complete details on when to use each is given in the industries section of the helpfile and
manuals. Suffice to say here that provision has been made for industries such as staging,
regular yards, fiddle yards, depots for passenger operations, service (icing, etc) as well as
the more routine.



